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either method. After the first and farthest testicle has been removed, the one nearest the operator is taken from the animal in the same manner. It is always necessary to make two incisions. The appearance of the completed operation is shown in Fig. 41. If the work is carefully done, there should be no scar or blemish to the skin when the animal is viewed from behind.
After-care of the pigs
As a rule, it is unnecessary to apply a dressing or antiseptic to the castration wound. In fly time it is an added precaution to smear pine-tar about the wound opening to prevent the attacks of maggot flies. If the operator's hands and instruments are clean, no infection should follow. Infection is usually evidenced by swelling of the wound area a few days after the operation. Infection by any of the common hog-lot germs may be largely avoided by placing the sow and her litter in a grassy pasture or at least in some place reasonably clean and free from old and infected mud wallows.
If infection by germs or maggots should take place, the wound must be washed and dressed as is any open wound. When an abscess forms, another cutting operation may be necessary to remove the pus and allow better drainage. This is followed by frequent antiseptic washes. Maggots may be flushed out with any antiseptic solution. It is sometimes advisable to pick them from the wound with forceps, cleanse the wound carefully and smear it with a liberal amount of pine-tar.
RUPTURE
A rupture or hernia is the passage or dropping of a loop of the intestine through the abdominal cavity into the scrotum or bag containing the testicles (Fig. 42). There are other types of hernia, but this form is more common and is usually referred to as a scrotal hernia. There is a natural opening from the abdominal cavity into the scrotum